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St. Matthew Passion

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.
Music by Robert M. Mondoy
Dedicated to Fr. Matthew Lochs, ss.cc., with gratitude and aloha.
for Presider, deacon, choir, assembly, and various instrumentalists.

Singer(s) name:

D =Deacon, spoken parts only
T =tenor 1, Judas, sung/spoken parts
CH  =Choir, sung/spoken parts, some SATB
J =Jesus, [presider], sung/spoken parts
T =tenor 2, a Narrator, sung parts
T =tenor 3, Peter, sung parts
Br! =baritone 1, the High priest et al., sung/spoken parts
Sp!  =soprano 1, spoken part
Sp>  =soprano 2, spoken part
Bs?  =bass 2, the procurator Pilate, sung/spoken parts
Sp®  =soprano 3, Pilate's wife, sung part
Bs'  =bass I, the Centurion, sung part.
the bottom of each page has a list of participants for that page.
Instrumentalist’s name(s):
Piano
Tamtam (Gong) 1 27 33
Bass Drum 1111721252627 333435
Woodblock 61819
Timpani 6101114 27333435
Violins 89101112
Recorder or Flute 8 9 10 11 12
Slapstick 1011 12
Jawbone (Guiro) 1011 12
Paili 101112
Snare Drum 1011 1214192021 27
Tenor Drum 101112
Tambourines 101112 14192021 27
Maracas 1011 121419202125
Clarinet 1011 12
Trumpets 1011 12
Ratchet 27

Alto Recorder (or Violin) 33

©1993 Mondoy Music 1555 Pohaku B-104 Honolulu, HI 96817. Please contact [808] 845-8405 for copies, thank you.
Text ©1970 International Committee on English in the Liturgy.



There are several dimensions and themes in the writings of St. Matthew. Among
them was that he wrote for a community of believers, the Jewish Christians, who saw
themselves being edged out of their own Jewish traditions, as well as witnessing an
uncomfortable burgeoning number of gentiles coming to the faith.

One of Matthew's great themes is that Jesus, truly the Son of Man, fulfilled in his
person and in his mission everything that the Scriptures foretold. Jesus was without
doubt the fulfillment of the Messianic promise. The Jewish Christian community's
belief in Jesus was warranted by their own Sacred Scriptures.

Moreover, Matthew writes (in identification with the persecuted state of the Jewish
Christian community), of a Jesus who knew that he hag to suffer to bring fulfillment
to God's covenant and salvation. If he had to knowingly sufter and willingly embrace
pain and death to bring about true life, so, too, his followers needed to knowingly
and willingly accept the cross.

Thirdly, Jesus' response to his mission was radical and completely different from the
expected. Jesus' manner of response to his call and his faith in the Father was
heretofore unprecedented. So too, the Christian's response to the Father's call. The
high price to pay to be Christ's follower may have been radical, but the ensuant
power and peace and joy of discipleship surpassed all imagining.

This liturgical drama, meant for active use in the cycle A Passion (Palm) Sunday
celebration, uses a contemporary musical language that attempts to capture the
evangelical spirit of St. Matthew. From the very beginning, you'll hear the
“fulfillment of the Old Testament” theme, used again in places that refer to Jesus'
being the culmination of God's covenant. Also, familiar hymn tunes weave an
emotional fabric in and about many passages, permitting the assembly to identify
immediately with Christ, and with the varied responses of all the characters of the
Passion narrative.

It is my hope that this musical setting of the St. Matthew Passion help transform the
People of God during their Holy Week journey, so they may see more readily their
call to identity with the person of Jesus suftering, crucified, and resurrected; and,
embracing the full meaning of discipleship, come to see the salvation of a radically-
loving God lived within and moved outward 1n fearless, love-filled witness.
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One of the Twelve whose name was Judas Iscariot went off to the chief priests and said,
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On the first day of the feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came up to Jesus asking,
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D: The centurion and his men who were keeping watch over Jesus were terror-stricken
at seeing the earthquake and all that was happening, and said,
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following the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees called at Pilate's residence.

q_
00

N

1 1
[ [
[ 4 ] ]
1 1

SOPR: 'Af-  ter three days 1 will rise."  D: You should issue

A

Y| e

oo

=

an order having the tombikept under surveillance until the third day. Otherwise his disciples

e)*
Jy O

ol

_______e_______.

i i
D - I
1
1

[
/Z b
v

|
D

e

1]

)
(S

A3V

* i c_r

may go and steal him and tell the people, 'He has been raised from the dead!" This final imposture
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(D:) The Gospel of the Lord.
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